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Section I: Introduction

This updated bibliography was funded as part of a grant from the U.S Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development to address new information in cooperative development. The original project 
was funded by a grant from the Illinois Council on Food and Agricultural Research (C-FAR) 
as part of a strategic research initiative on rural community development. The original project 
emphasized agriculture and rural economic development, and the bibliography, as part of that 
project, provided references on the cooperative model as a form of community development. 
The Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs (IIRA) believes that cooperative development should be 
considered in a rural development project. 

There are over 2,000 unique references covering 27 cooperative topics. The references listed 
include books, monographs, journal articles, newspaper articles, videos, and technical reports 
by government agencies; Internet resources; and other documents. These references address 
studies on cooperatives from the following areas that were published from early 1980 to early 
2012: economics, geography, sociology, political science, political economy, history, agricultural 
economics, anthropology, environmental science, and labor relations.

The objective of our work is to create a comprehensive bibliography, but, realistically, it is difficult 
to do so. Our desire is that this compilation of sources will assist researchers and practitioners in 
learning more about the theoretical and practical aspects of the cooperative model. This document 
is available from the IIRA and from its website: www.IIRA.org. Comments or questions about this 
bibliography should be directed to Chris Merrett, director, IIRA, Western Illinois University, at 
(309) 298-2281 or at cd-merrett@wiu.edu.
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Section II: Theory and History of Cooperatives

150 years of the co-op (Special Supplement). 1994. New Statesman & Society 7(June 17): i-xiv.

1960s: Trend toward fewer, larger farms means major changes for co-ops. 1999. Rural Cooperatives 
66(1): 28-37.

1980s: Mergers, consolidations change look of U.S cooperatives. 1999. Rural Cooperatives 66(1): 
48-55.

Abalkin, Leonid. 1988. Reviving the cooperative movement. World Marxist Review 31(June): 53-59.

Adeler, Monica Juarez. 2009. Enabling policy environments for co-operative development: A comparative 
experience. Saskatchewan: University of Saskatchewan.

Altman, Morris. 2005. History and theories of cooperatives. In International encyclopedia of civil 
society, ed. Helmut K. Anheier and Stefan Toepler, 563-570. New York: Springer Science–Business 
Media.

Attwood, Donald. 1989. Does competition help co-operation? The Journal of Development Studies 
26(October): 5-27.

Baarda, James. 2006. USDA/co-op partnership aids producer quest for market power. Rural 
Cooperatives (July/August): 20-23.

Babcock, John. 1999. Farmboy: Hard work and good times on a farm that helped change northeast 
agriculture. Ithaca, NY: DeWitt Historical Society of Tompkins County.

Bacon, Christopher M., V. Ernesto Méndez, Maria Eugenia Flores Gómez, Douglas Stuart, and 
Sandro Raúl Díaz Flores. 2008. Are sustainable coffee certifications enough to secure farmer 
livelihoods? The millenium development goals and Nicaragua’s fair trade cooperatives. 
Globalizations 5(2): 259-274.

Banco do Brasil. 2008. Cooperative governance: Guidelines for good practices of financial cooperative 
governance. Brasilia: Banco do Brasil.

Banerjee, Abhijit, Timothy Besley, and Timothy Guinnane. 1994. Thy neighbor’s keeper: The 
design of a credit cooperative with theory and a test. The Quarterly Journal of Economics 109(May): 
491-515.
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Barnes, Donald, and Christopher Ondeck. 1997. The Capper-Volstead Act: Opportunity today and 
tomorrow in commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the Capper-Volstead Act. Report presented 
at the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives’ National Institute on Cooperative Education, 
Annual Conference, Pittsburgh, PA. Published online by the University of Wisconsin Center for 
Cooperatives. Accessed June 15, 2007. www.uwcc.wisc.edu/info/capper.htm.

Bartlett, Will, John Cable, and Saul Estrin. 1992. Labor-managed cooperatives and private firms in 
north central Italy: An empirical comparison. Industrial & Labor Relations Review 46: 103-118.

Baumgardner, James. 1988. The division of labor, local markets, and worker organization. Journal 
of Political Economy 96(June): 509-527.

Ben-Ner, Avner. 1984. On the stability of the cooperative type of organization. Journal of 
Comparative Economics 8(3): 247-260.

Berman, Katrina, and Matthew Berman. 1989. An empirical test of the theory of the labor-
managed firm. Journal of Comparative Economics 13(June): 281-300.

Bernardi, Andrea. 2007. The cooperative organization: Economic, organisational and policy issues (Italian 
Association for the Promotion of Cultural Cooperation and Nonprofit Organizations [AICCON] 
Working Paper No. 42). Accessed June 1, 2012. www.aiccon.it/file/convdoc/n.42.pdf.

Berry, Brian J. L. 1992. America’s Utopian experiments: Communal havens from long-wave crises. 
Hanover, NH: Dartmouth College–University Press of New England.

Bhuyan, Sanjib. 1992. Agricultural cooperatives and vertical integration: A theoretical analysis. 
Unpublished Master of Science thesis, University of Nebraska, Lincoln.

Bibby, Andrew, and Linda Shaw. 2005. Making a difference co-operative: Solutions to global poverty. 
Manchester, UK: Co-operative College.

Birchall, Johnston. 1994. Co-op: The people’s business. New York: St. Martin’s Press. 

Birchall, Johnston, and Richard Simmons. 2010. The co-operative reform process in Tanzania and 
Sri Lanka. Annals of Public and Cooperative Economics 81(3): 467-500.

Blanc, Francois, and Richard Matthewman. 1995. Cooperatives et gestion communale en elevage: 
Un apercu comparatif entre pays en voie de developpement anglophones et francophones. 
[French] Annals of Public and Cooperative Economics/Annales de l’Economie Publique Sociale et 
Cooperative 66(September): 253-274.

Boehlje, M. 1996. Industrialization of agriculture: What are the implications? Choices (4): 30-33.
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Bogetic, Zeljko, and Dennis Heffley. 1992. Market syndicalism and market imbalances. Journal of 
Comparative Economics 16(December): 670-687.

Bonin, John, Derek Jones, and Louis Putterman. 1993. Theoretical and empirical studies of 
producer cooperatives: Will ever the twain meet? Journal of Economic Literature 31(September): 
1290-1320.

Bonin, John, and Louis Putterman. 1993. Incentives and monitoring in cooperatives with labor-
proportionate sharing schemes. Journal of Comparative Economics 17(September): 663-686.

Bonn, John. 1984. Membership and employment in an egalitarian cooperative. Economica 
51(August): 295-305.

Bowles, Samuel, Herbert Gintis, and Bo Gustafsson. (Eds.). 1993. Markets and democracy: 
Participation, accountability, and efficiency. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

Bradley, Forrest. 1995. Tapestry of success: A history of Tennessee Farmers Cooperative and its first 50 
years of cooperation. LaVergne: Tennessee Farmers Cooperative.

Breimyer, Harold [Reviewer]. 1992. Farmers, cooperatives, and USDA: A history of Agricultural 
Cooperative Service [Book Review]. U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1991. American Journal of 
Agricultural Economics 74(August): 843-845.

Brown, Leslie [Reviewer]. 1989. Worker cooperatives in America [Book Review]. University of 
California Press, 1984. Canadian Review of Sociology & Anthropology 26(August): 689-691.

Buccola, Steven, and Abdelbagi Subaei. 1985. Optimal market pools for agricultural cooperatives. 
American Journal of Agricultural Economics 67(February): 70-79.

Burger, Paul. 1997. Market area modeling and network analysis of an agricultural cooperative system 
using a geographic information system. Unpublished doctoral thesis (Ed.D.), Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater.

Carr, Amelia, Amanie Kariyawasam, and Maureen Casil. 2008. A study of the organizational 
characteristics of successful cooperatives. Bowling Green, OH: Bowling Green University. Accessed 
June 7, 2012. www.ohiogreenhouse.com/publications/carr%20et%20al_JABR%20submission.
pdf.

Carter, Neil [Reviewer]. 1989. Worker cooperatives in theory and practice [Book Review]. Open 
University Press, 1988. Political Quarterly 60(April/June): 247-250.
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Centre de Gestion des Cooperatives. 1996. Profile of world agricultural cooperation. Montreal: Ecole 
des Hautes Etudes Commerciales.

Certainly not in the same league (cooperatives seek diversity). 1995. Economist 335(April 29): 76.

Clark, Thomas R. 1999. The limits of state autonomy: The medical cooperatives of the farm 
security administration, 1935-1946. Journal of Policy History 11(3): 257-282.

Clayre, Alasdair. 1980. The political economy of co-operation and participation: A third sector. New York: 
Oxford University Press.

Cobia, David. (Ed.). 1989. Cooperatives in agriculture. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Cook, Michael L. 1995. The future of U.S. agricultural cooperatives: A neo-institutional approach. 
American Journal of Agricultural Economics 77(December): 1153-1159.

Cook, Michael L. 1997. Cooperatives—Their importance in the future food and agricultural system: 
Proceedings of a January 1990 symposium. Washington, DC: National Council of Farmers 
Cooperatives and the Food and Agricultural Marketing Consortium.

Cook, Michael L., and Constantine Iliopoulos. 1999. Beginning to inform the theory of the 
cooperative firm: Emergence of the New Generation Cooperative. The Finnish Journal of Business 
Economics 4: 525-535.

Coontz, Elizabeth Kim, and Elizabeth Esper. 2003. Cooperative child care for rural residents: 
The experience from California. Journal of Rural Cooperation 31(2): 111-125.

Co-operate and prosper (Mondragon). 1991. Economist 311(April 1): 61.

Cooperative Marketing Act: 60 years. 1986. Farmer Cooperatives 53(October): 4-19.

Craig, Ben, and John Pencavel. 1992. The behavior of worker cooperatives: The plywood 
companies of the Pacific Northwest. American Economic Review 82: 1083-1105.

Craig, Ben, and John Pencavel. 1993. The objectives of worker cooperatives (Pacific Northwest). 
Journal of Comparative Economics 17(June): 288-308.

Craig, Ben, and John Pencavel. 1995. Participation and productivity: A comparison of worker 
cooperatives and conventional firms in the plywood industry (Brookings Papers on Economic 
Activity). (Microeconomics, 121-160, 173-174; Related material: Discussion, 161-172)

Credit union history. 1999. Credit Union Management 22(2): 21.



	 Bibliography of Cooperatives and Cooperative Development	 7

Dasgupta, Siddhartha. 1997. Cooperative land tenure contracts under asymmetric information. 
Unpublished doctoral thesis (Ph.D.), Department of Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M 
University, College Station.

D’Aspremont, Claude, Alexis Jacquemin, and Jean Jaskold Gabszewicz. 1985. Cooperative 
agreements and conflicts of interest. European Economic Review 27(February): 1-2.

Davies, Keri, and Steve Burt. 2007. Consumer co-operatives and retail internationalisation: 
Problems and prospects. International Journal of Retail & Distribution Management 35(2): 156-177.

Develtere, Patrick, Ignace Pollet, and Fredrick Wanyama (Eds.). 2008. Cooperating out of poverty: 
The renaissance of the African cooperative movement. Geneva, Switzerland: International Labour 
Organization.

Don, Yehuda, Nava Kahana, and Avi Weiss. 1992. Theoretical and applied aspects of labor-
managed firms: Editors’ introduction. Journal of Comparative Economics 16(December): 567-572.

Dorrien, Gary. 1986. The democratic socialist vision. Totowa, NJ: Rowman & Littlefield.

Dow, Gregory K., and Gilbert K. Skillman. 2007. Collective choice and control rights in firms. 
Journal of Public Economic Theory 9(1): 107-125.

Drabenstott, Mark. 1994. Industrialization: Steady current or tidal wave? Choices (4): 4-8.

Dunn, John. 1988. Cooperatives best hope for farmers’ economic survival: Senate study. Farmer 
Cooperatives 54(January): 10-14. 

Earle, John. 1985. Draining the Ostia marshes: A co-operative achievement. History Today 35(July): 
27-32.

Egerstrom, Lee. 1994. Make no small plans: A cooperative revival for rural America. Rochester, MN: 
Lone Oak Press.

Egerstrom, Lee, Pieter Bos, and Gert Van Dijk. (Eds.). 1996. Seizing control: The international market 
power of cooperatives. Rochester, MN: Lone Oak Press.

Ellerman, David. 1984. Theory of legal structure: Worker cooperatives. Journal of Economic Issues 
18(September): 861-891.

Erba, Eric. 1996. Comparisons of costs and efficiencies between cooperative, proprietary, and captive 
fluid milk processors: A neural network approach. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University, Department of 
Agricultural, Resource and Managerial Economics.
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Estrin, Saul [Reviewer]. 1984. The economic analysis of producers’ cooperatives [Book Review]. 
St. Martin’s Press, 1984. Journal of Comparative Economics 9(December): 462-464.

Estrin, Saul, and Jan Svejnar. 1993. Wage determination in labor-managed firms under market-
oriented reforms: Estimates of static and dynamic models. Journal of Comparative Economics 17 
(September): 687-700.

Fairbairn, Brett. 1989. Building a dream: The co-operative retailing system in western Canada, 1928-1988. 
Saskatoon, SK: Western Producer Prairie Books.

Feinberg, Robert M. 2008. Explaining the credit union entry decision, and implications for 
performance. Review of Industrial Organization 33(1): 81-91.

Feinberg, Robert M. 2009. Patterns and determinants of entry in rural county banking markets. 
Journal of Industry, Competition, and Trade 9(2): 101-115.

Feng, Li, and George Hendrikse. 2011. Chain interdependencies, measurement problems, and efficient 
governance structure: Cooperatives versus publicly listed firms (Erasmus Research Institute of 
Management [ERIM] Report Series in Management). Accessed June 7, 2012. http://hdl.handle.
net/1765/22720.

Filimonova, N., and I. Ermakova. 2005. Farmers’ dairy cooperatives in the USA: Structure and 
tendencies of development. Mezhdunarodnyi Sel’skokhozyaistvennyi Zhurnal (3): 24-26.
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24.
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the United States. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 34(2): 365-380.

Gartrell, David and Bernard Paille. 1997. Wage cuts and the fairness of pay in a worker-owned 
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Gauthier, David. 1986. Morals by agreement. Oxford, UK: Clarendon Press.
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