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WHAT IS A CO-OP?

A cooperative or co-op is a business that is owned
and democratically controlled by the members who
use its services. Cooperatives are found across the

U.S. in nearly every sector of the economy.

Members who use the cooperative own their co-op
because they finance it in a variety of ways. They
share in both the business risks and the business
profits. Each cooperative determines the level of
financial participation that is required to establish

membership status in the co-op.

Members democratically control their cooperative
by exercising the voting rights that come with
membership. In Wisconsin, each member is

typically entitled to one vote.
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Members benefit from the cooperative based on

their use of the co-op. All or part of a cooperative’s
profits may be distributed proportionately, based

on each member’s use, or patronage, of the co-op.
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Cooperative Network

(http://www.cooperativenetwork.coop/) has

developed an animated short “Co-ops Are

Everywhere”

(http://www.wisc.edu)

CONTACT US
Taylor Hall, 427 Lorch Street,
Madison, WI 53706

Map
(https://www.google.com/maps/place/427+Lorch+Ct,+Madison,+WI|+53706/@43.0747167,-89.4117774,17z/data=14m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x8807acc7bc369307:0xdb
63d6062c6fd59!25427+Lorch+Ct,+Madison,+WI|+53706!3b1!18m2!3d43.0747128!4d-
89.4095887!3m4!1s0x8807acc7bc369307:0xdb63d6062c6fd59!8m2!3d43.0747128!4d-89.4095887)

Email: info@uwccwisc.edu (mailto:info@uwccwisc.edu)

Phone: (608) 262-3981 (tel:(608) 262-3981)
f (http://www.facebook.com/UWCenterforCoops) W (https://twitter.com/centerforcoops)

(https://www.instagram.com/new.coop.love/)

Feedback, questions or accessibility issues: mawebster@wisc.edu (mailto:mawebster@wisc.edu).
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